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In 1985, the United Nations University started organizing the INTD

Global Seminar targeted at undergraduate and graduate students, enlisting
cooperation from several universities mainly in the Tokyo metropolitan
area, in order to discuss global issues and the roles of the UN from various
viewpoints and promote the exchange of opinions. Since 1995, the United
Nations University has co-hosted the seminars with Kanagawa Foundation
for Academic and Cultural Exchange (present: Kanagawa International
Foundation [KIF]), and has held the seminars in Shonan Village in Hayama-
cho. The seminar in 2009 commemorates the 25th anniversary of the
inauguration. All of staff are delighted to hold its opening ceremony and
keynote speech at U Thant Hall of the United Nations University.

The United Nations University was originally established as the
“international community of scholars,” and has prioritized the researches
into natural and social sciences based on its global networks. One of the
purposes of the Global Seminar is to make the United Nations University
accessible to students and young researchers and strengthen the
cooperative relations with universities in the host country Japan. Thanks to
the continuous support from cooperating universities, the Global Seminar
has produced a lot of graduates. Some of the students in the early period
are already teaching in college and working for the United Nations. A
quarter century history of the seminars is bearing fruit in various fields. The
Shonan Session is considered as effective as one of the human resourses
development programme of the United Nations University.

In the Shonan Session, a broad range of timely global issues, such as
international organizations, peace, conflicts, development, environments,
human rights, culture, human security, and global governance, have been
chosen, and a programme committee is composed of the teaching staff
of cooperating universities, who are experts in these fields, and topics
and lecturers are thus identified. In 1985 and 1986, the commander of
UN Peacekeeping Force in Cyprus (UNFICYP) gave a lecture regarding
peacekeeping operations of the UN (PKO), which had not been discussed
so often in Japan. He wore a blue beret and uniform. This was featured in
newspapers as news.

As indicated by this episode, the Shonan Session throughout its 25-year
history has been focused on the latest global issues and provided young
people inside and outside Japan with the opportunity to get aware of global
issues and the roles of the UN.

Such activities has won support from a broad range of people who are
interested in these issues, which has allowed the session to be continued for
as long as 25 years.

The Shonan Seminar in 1996 was attended by the Emperor and Empress
of Japan, who had friendly talks with attendants from Japan and abroad. This
event was memorable.

rﬁ\, L Takeo Uchida

’/,"%? Visiting Professor, UNU
w Professor, Chuo University
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Rector, United Nations University
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Anniversary Messages

Today, the international community is confronted with a number of serious
and complex problems including climate change, continuing threats to peace
and security, nuclear proliferation, poverty and inequality, new and emerging
health threats, among others. In order to assure a sustainable future for
humankind, it is crucial that young people - those who will soon shoulder
the responsibilities of society - take it upon themselves to work together to
try to find solutions to pressing global problems. UNU was created in 1973
precisely to confront such vexing problems of human survival, development
and welfare.

Over the full five days of the UNU Global Seminar Shonan Session, over
100 participants coming from different countries, together with a group of
international lecturers, will discuss, exchange views and share experiences
and knowledge on the United Nations and global problems.

At this year’s session, the 25th such UNU Global Seminar Shonan
session, | sincerely hope that the alumni of Shonan Global Seminars will
work hard to come to a better understanding of global problems and seek
to identify ways to ease human suffering and help humankind to create a
sustainable future for all.

| would like to extend my heartfelt congratulations on the 25th anniversary
of the initiation of the Shonan Session of the UNU Global Seminar.

Kanagawa International Foundation (KIF) conduct several activities
under the basic policy, including the assistance in international exchange
and cooperation, the development of internationally competent personnel,
the achievement of multicultural society, and the information transmission
through academic and cultural exchanges. The Global Seminar, which would
attain all of these goals, is one of the projects our foundation emphasizes the
most.

The attractive point of the seminars is that not only about 100 attendants
but also lecturers and staff lodge under the same roof for 5 days and 4
nights, while learning and discussing the latest global issues and seeking
solutions, and then establish an inter-university community. We hope that the
network of this community will expand further.

Please accept my sincere congratulations on the 25th anniversary of the
initiation of the Shonan Session of the UNU Global Seminar. Since 1995,
this Shonan Session has been co-hosted with Kanagawa International
Foundation. This is highly evaluated as the event that gives a meaningful
opportunity to learn while lodging with others. The annual themes included
peace building, human security, and the Earth environments. All of them
were considered as urgent by the UN and its member countries.

Under these themes, students and working people receive lectures
from renowned scholars and practitioners, and make discussions.
This is considered to significantly contribute to the development of
international personnel. We deeply hope that the Shonan Session, which is
commemorating the 25th anniversary, will further grow.
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History and Themes of the UNU Global Seminar S
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The UN's Role in Global Governance: Challenges and.Possibilities
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Students’ Group Discussion Bringing Innovative Ideas

| attended my first UNU Global Seminar only a few years ago. | was
immediately impressed by the concept to bring world-renown experts
together to talk and discuss global problems with students from the best
universities in Japan. For the students this is a rare opportunity to listen
to these experts and scholars about challenging problems and possible
solutions, and to talk and discuss with them as well as fellow students.

While Japanese students are often very focused on their own university,
this is a wonderful opportunity to meet students from other universities and
places who share similar interests. The Global Seminar is also a place
where students from different parts of the world get together to discuss
global issues from their regional perspective. | have often been impressed
by the group discussions where Japanese and foreign students express
their concerns and come up with innovative ideas. | always enjoy these
exchanges between different cultures and generations, they will eventually
lead to better solutions to global problems.

Wilhelm Vosse
Chair, Programme Committee Member
Senior Associate Professor, International Christian University
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Voice of Global Seminar Members

iR~ a—N)L - 23— (BLUF UNUGS) Hfjsh T
Pt X NTzDIX,. 198549 H TH - Tz, Z DD 1984 4,
ﬁ#ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁ%d%“%%¢ﬁm§®ﬂ?%ﬁ(ﬁ
TIWVHT 2 7) TERL, izZaiLaofzeBEELTY
5, MDD vk TRESRDIEZLEDNSDT.

Mgz (D1 TRED KD TIh LT >R LD
ZHH L BOINT, gk, WEiRdicbie b ThERE)

ELTTDEIF—ZHZATEEDH UNUGS O MEE5]]
W@ B CHRFEREUR 2 TAT AR, BUEhIe k2
Bz, EERFEEHR) TH5,

1985 4EMD 3 H, VHEITIIWNF a IHEREICHITEL T
RLVAMOAH « TSR AFBERZFTBIL, TRRBICS
BRI TEERBYULTOET AV DL —H Y KMEE Z
NE TORYVEBPGRE i ST, BEM OSSR I
BCIED D DD H > fo, WK Tz TBifED b A B L
ZHEHS MR D DO DR | THo Tz,

UNUGS Z#iiainEm & R A Mgk sk LoD
H o MR Z G L, DA > 2 —ZHY LD
DL, ZThH AL EDXSITHB L TV S hZNNDEH D
HRDZMBZICHR L TCE 55 e ZHMNELTER, &iF
WA UNUGS i, #HO0BIEREH» Y ThiTar s LEAR

AIE BT & > TR RICHMMN S TH - Tz, AN X S
12, ERHRZAIZRZ L VS ARRIE DV TV S E DD - K
Fhi% b oAtk (T¥AT 4 3Iv Y - a3a=

T4 —) ONEZEMS C e ZHER RSB ENTE D,
T ® UNUGS (3 F X2 T DWIFFITIN A 5 BIEL - FifiZzis

328D TH%,

HHE 100 8RB L T E 720 T, @BEPPEIGRIS I/
PHEED 2,600 ~ 2,700 HEDBME BT LICK S,
tIF—opBEEOMcIE. WNDORKETEHiZL2E0,
BIEBYFTHER « W LTSS 580, JICAKRE
PHFSEBBBOMB L LT I H Y « A—R U EDBYT
T2FHEITED, A5 NGO Z3ib EF sF: R % v ol
KCNEZBRIF R EREL LHLTH S,

TFLERZ 7R U TR S Nz AR RO RIS, FAI
2T - EEELL RN EZ OB B < HARBURENS ORI
IS BBV D, D UNUGS ZIFRDEZICHhiz D3¢
BEXgTVL Zez@bIICRVENEL,

e BHn

Fa—\) - tIF—T0r T LEE - WRKZER)

Global Seminar also Impressing the Lecturers
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It was September 1985 when the United Nations
University (UNU) Global Seminars was held for the first
time. | heard that in the previous year 1984, Michio Nagai,
Chihiro Hosoya, and Kinhide Mushakoji had a talk about the
initiation of the seminars at Shigakukaikan (present: Arcadia)
in Ichigaya. Mr. Hosoya mentioned, “It was determined
at Ichigaya Talk,” and so | joked, “Is it Yotsuya Kaidan
(scary story)?” | remember it fondly. It is Takeo Uchida
(ex-Chief Academic Officer of UNU, present: Professor of
Chuo University, Visiting Professor of UNU) , the “walking
dictionary” of UNUGS, who has backed up the seminars as
“secretary general” for a quarter of a century.

In March 1985, Gorbachev was appointed as general
secretary in the Soviet Union, and launched the Perestroika
and Glasnost policies. Meanwhile, the U.S. President
Reagan, who aimed to “leave his name to posterity,”
changed the hard-line policy against the Soviet Union. Then,
the cold war started easing rapidly around the world. A
quarter of a century later, we now recognize it as the “start of
the end” of the cold war.

The purpose of UNUGS is to directly see the global
issues, which emerged in the cold war termination period
and the post-cold war period, study each issue, and make
young attendants inside and outside UNU understand how
each issue is related to the entire picture. However, UNUGS
turned out to be really exciting for not only young attendants

but also programme committee members and lecturers. As
is commonly known, United Nations University is expected
to take the central role of epistemic community, which
does not have departments or graduate schools, despite
its university name. UNUGS has enough history and
achievements to meet this expectation.

Since over 100 people have attended the seminars
every year, a total of 2,600-2,700 people, including
international students, have attended the seminars for the
past quarter of a century. Many of those who attended
the seminars are now teaching in colleges, including
UNU, working as mid-level officials and executives of
governments, working hard in Afghanistan and Sudan,
etc. as the workers of development assistance agencies,
including JICA, and established an NGO and devoted
himself to reconstruction projects in Pakistan.

UNU was established under the umbrella of the United
Nations, with the aim for world peace, while the Japanese
government emphasizes peaceful diplomacy and the
United Nations in its diplomacy. | strongly hope that
UNU'’s and Japan’s passion for peace will contribute to the
sustainable growth of UNUGS.

Keniji Takita
Programme Committee Member
Professor, Chuo University
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Career Orientation Guided by Global Seminar

| participated in the UNU Global Seminar twice in 1988 and 1989,
and was motivated to further study the ideas and practices regarding
global issues. | think this experience contributed to my career at
UNICEF (1998-2006) .

In order to study global issues, | entered a graduate school, and
learned international relations and international law in the master’s
course. After obtaining a master’s degree, | became a development
consultant to accumulate practical experiences in developing countries,
and engaged in surveys for international cooperation in various
countries of Southeast Asia, South Asia, and South America. Then, |
advanced to the doctoral course, and devoted myself to the research
into development. After obtaining a doctoral degree, in order to put my
knowledge into practice, | entered UNICEF in 1998, just 10 years after |
decided my career plan at the UNU Global Seminar.

In UNICEF, | was assigned to Mexico Country Office, and started
working as "Child Protection" assistant project officer and then worked
"Public Policy" as assistant programme officer. Then, with the aim of
contributing to not only development cooperation but also humanitarian
assistance, | supported the management of the country program as
monitoring & evaluation officer at Afghanistan Country Office, from
the spring of 2000. | witnessed the turbulent period, including Taliban
regime, 9-11, subsequent air strikes, and the fall of Taliban in Kabul.
This turned out to be a valuable experience. Then, | was transferred
to UNICEF Tokyo Office, and engaged in the strengthening of the
partnership with the Japanese government, the promotion of the
cooperation with Japanese NGO, and the strategic collaboration with
Japanese firms, as programme coordinator.

In April 20086, | joined the faculty of the International Studies Program

at the Graduate School of Asia-Pacific Studies, Waseda University,
to educate next-generation researchers and practitioners who aim
to contribute to international cooperation. My research contribute to
focuses mainly on peace and human security, international human
rights, international social development, and education and health, etc.
| continued to study global issues from the two aspects of the theories
and practices, which | learned in the UNU Global Seminar.

In November 2007, the alumni association of those who completed
the Global Seminar was established, with support from Japan
Foundation for United Nations University (JFUNU). At that time, |
decided to serve as secretary general. Then, this alumni association
came to be composed of all of the participants who completed the
training courses organized by the UNU headquarters and its Institute of
Advanced Studies. | definitely enjoy seeing young participants attending
the annual symposium, etc. co-hosted by the alumni association, UNU,
and JFUNU, broadening their networks and strengthening their bond.

In 2009, | engage in the planning and implementation of UNU Global
seminar as a member of the programme committee. | am delighted
to participate in the Global Seminar, which motivated me to choose
my career 20 years ago, as the staff who give guidance to younger
participants.

| would like to commemorate the 25th anniversary of the initiation
of the UNU Global Seminar, with many alumni. | am certain that the
Global Seminar will grow further, educating young scholors who aim to
contribute to the international society and put them out into the world.

Yasushi Katsuma
Programme Committee Member
Professor, Waseda University
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The Global Seminar participants extend to 38 countries in total for these 5 years

Fascinating Discussion is a Source of Inspiration

It gives me great pleasure to join you in celebrating the
25th anniversary of the UNU Global Seminar Series. | had
the fortune of participating in the Seminar in 1991, with
a bright group of students and inspiring professors who
provoked us to think outside the box.

“Restructuring the World Order and the United Nations”
was the theme of the Seminar, reflecting the dynamics of
the time as the Cold War subsided. Just when the world
was in search of a new order, the Seminar challenged
young minds to reach for innovative ways of creating a
peaceful future.

| vividly remember how we engaged in fascinating
exchanges all night long. The ideas stayed with me for
years to come, bringing me to the United Nations in 1994.

During the 15 years since, | had the opportunity to work
on a variety of issues requiring multifaceted international
response. In the humanitarian front, serving with the
United Nations Office of the Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs (OCHA), the United Nations Children’s Fund
(UNICEF) and the United Nations Office of the High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), | worked on
coordinating international humanitarian response to
disasters and emergencies, including for Afghanistan,

Kosovo, Rwanda, Serbia, Sierra Leone, and the areas
affected by the catastrophic Tsunami of 2004.

In the legal and policy area, my work on developing and
promoting civil-military guidelines led me to interact with a
diverse range of military institutions including NATO.

My interest in peace and security also led me to serve
in four UN Peacekeeping Operations: the United Nations
Operation in Mozambique (ONUMOZ), United Nations
Observer Mission in Liberia (UNOMIL), the United Nations
Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK), and the
United Nations Integrated Mission in Timor-Leste (UNMIT)
where | currently work on reconstituting the National
Police, together with 1,600 UN Police colleagues from 40
countries.

Clearly, the Global Seminar has had a profound impact
on my career with the United Nations. | wish to thank
the fellow participants and instructors for their guidance
and encouragement. May the good work of the Seminar
continue to inspire peace-loving citizens around the globe.

Kaoruko Seki

Special Assistant to the Police Commissioner, UNMIT,
on assignment from the United Nations Secretariat
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| attended the summer session in 1991. | remember that we
lodged with each room shared by two persons, and so | talked
with a young person of the same generation till the late hours
of the night. He was an international student from an Asian
country. After the first day session, he was angry, saying “Why
does everyone support Country A?” Country A was hostile to his
home country. In the end, he quitted and returned home angrily.
This event was so shocking that | awoke from the indulgence
due to peace. On the other hand, | was happy to make many
friends with the same ambition. In the following year, | went to
the U.S. for overseas study, and was surprised to encounter
some of my colleagues of the session in the campus, saying,
“Oh, You, too?” After graduation, | was fortunate to get a job at
United Nations University. In this light, the session was a major
turning point for me.

Yoshinobu Onishi
Programme Officer, United Nations University
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Widely Expanded Network
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| participated in Shonan Global Seminar both in 2006 and
2007 and it has been one of the most eye-opening experiences
in my student life so far.

The most precious asset from UNU global seminar was a
network of students who are full of curiosity and academics
thirst. My private sphere since then has been built around this
network and | don't know how many great human-beings | have
got to know through it.

For the future students, | highly recommend you to take part
in any of the UNU global Seminars and just experience how
your network can be expanded.

Kazuhiro Nomoto
Student, Waseda University
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All-night Preparation for Presentation
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Congratulations on the 25th anniversary of UNU Global
Seminar Shonan. | had amazing time with the members of
the 22nd (2006) Shonan session.

My best memory was the last night of the session. We
stayed up all most whole night to prepare the last presentation.
All members of my group were so unique and had full of
interesting ideas for the presentation so it was really difficult to
form our opinions. However, by putting all the efforts, | believe
we made such a unique and great show in the end.

In the session, we met new people, gained new knowledge
and discussed various global matters with friends. These
experiences broadened my mind and stimulated my motivation
to study further International Relations and English.

Many thanks to all the members including the great lecturers
and staff for giving me such a great opportunity.

Thank you.

Risa Nakano
Student, Aoyama Gakuin University
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The Shonan Session of the UNU Global Seminar has been held
since 1985, as one of the project for personnel development hosted
by the United Nations University. About 100 students and young
working people attend each seminar. During the 5-day seminar, they
receive lectures from renowned scholars, UN staff, policymakers,
and practitioners, etc., do the question-and-answer session, make
mutual discussions, exchange opinions, and deepen the knowledge
and understanding of global issues the UN tackles, through group
presentations, while lodging together. Attendants are chosen from
citizens through open application, regardless of nationality, and
lectures are given in Japanese and English.

Many of the people who completed the Global Seminar are
working for the UN, government organizations, universities,
research institutions, private firms, and think-tanks, etc. around the
world, utilizing what they have learned in the seminars with the aim
of solving global issues.

The Global Seminar is hosted by the United Nations University
and Kanagawa International Foundation, and sponsored by the
Japan Foundation for the United Nations University, while enlisting
cooperation of Aoyama Gakuin University, Chuo University, Ferris
University, International Christian University, International University
of Japan, Keio University, Tokai University, Tsuda College, the
University of Tokyo, and Waseda University.
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The Japan Foundation for UNU is the official contact
support for the United Nations University, in Japan

T 150-8925 RREBHA XM E=H] 5-53-70
Shibuya-ku, Jingumae 5-53-70 Tokyo 150-8925
TEL:03-5467-1368 FAX:03-5467-1349

e-mail jf@unu.edu URL http://www.jfunu.jp/



