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10 Tips for an Enjoyable, §
Safe Time at Elementary School

for Foreign Students and Their
Guardians
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[} What to do before elementary
school starts

You will receive a notice from your
city hall or ward office. Your school is
determined by your address. Be sure to
attend the health check and information
session. Get to know the teachers and
ask about anything you don't understand.

Confirm the date and time of the
entrance ceremony as well as what to
bring and what to wear.

F3 Things to prepare at home

There are many things to prepare:
randoseru (a school bag), stationery, gym
clothes, uwabaki (a type of indoor shoes),
etc. Take a look at the actual items at
the school and check where to buy them.
Write your child's name on everything.
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E1 Set a routine and
encourage responsibility

Make sure your child goes to bed early
and gets up early.

Help your child to prepare for school by
him or herself and to clean up after him
or herself.

[ It is important to study
at home, too

Before school starts, familiarize your
child with the numbers and written
characters around him or her. After
school starts, there will be homework
every day. It's important to make
studying at home a habit. Guardians
should check that homework has been
completed.
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There are many subjects
and activities

Japanese elementary school subjects
include Japanese, math, physical
education, arts and crafts, music, etc.

Students also have cleaning and school
lunch serving duties.

Talk about safety as a family

Discuss what to be careful of during
unsupervised time after school and when
going to and from school.

Confirm with the school what to do
in the case of an earthquake or other
disaster. Provide the school with multiple
phone numbers to contact in case of an

emergency.
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[} The costs for families

Guardians are responsible for paying for
school lunch, school supplies, field trips,
class trips, etc. A designated bank or
postal account is required for withdrawal
of payments.

JcFinancial Assistance (Shugaku Enjo)

Financial assistance for educational
expenses (shugaku enjo) is available to
help out in difficult financial situations.
Please consult with your school.
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[] Guardians have many responsibilities

There are many notices from the
school and forms to fill out. Please ask
the teachers if you need the readings of
kanji to be written on important parts
or if there is something that you don't
understand.

In order for guardians and teachers to
discuss how students are doing at school,
there is a home visit (katei houmon) as
well as multiple parent-teacher interviews
(kojin mendan) throughout the year.

In addition, guardians have a chance to
visit the school on sports days (undoukai),
class observation days (jugyou sankan),
meetings (kondankai), etc.
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*There are entrance examinations to get into high school.
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[l If you don't understand something,
please ask!

JAsk the Elementary School Teachers
Either phone the school or go there
directly to talk with teachers face-to-face.

% Use Educational Consultation Services
- Earth Plaza Educational Consultation
for Foreigners TEL: 045-896-2972
Tagalog, Spanish, Portuguese, and
Chinese
- Kanagawa Educational Consultation for
Foreigners TEL: 045-222-1209
English, Spanish, and Chinese

“Where To Go For Help

Find and make use of native language
consultation services.

- Consultation services for foreign
residents

http://www kifjp.org/kcns/guide_english/
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