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Visa (resident status) flowchart for non-Japanese children
START

- PR: Permanent Resident(Eijusha) (kft#)

What is your visa - Spouse/Child of Japanese You can engage in any type of work
(resident status)? » (Nihonjin-no-haigushatou) (B& AR EES) (no restriction on working activities*)
- Long-term resident (Teijusha) (&£%)
‘ - Spouse/Child of PR (Eijusha-no-haigushatou) Gkixznaigss)
[Dependent (Kazoku-Taizai) | i) Points to note on PR application ox{¥ez5) Am | eligible to apply for PR?
(Dependent children whose parent is on - My father/mother meets the residency requirements stipulated by the immigration office at the time
activity-based visa) of application
e.g. a company employee/director, cook, - We are granted the longest period of stay / visa (as shown in the residence cards)
teacher/professor, engineer - We follow the laws of Japan
- We pay all taxes in time (resident taxes, etc.)
- Social insurance (pension and health insurance) has consistently been paid within their respective
‘ Yes deadlines in the past
‘ (It takes about 1 year to receive a PR application result. Applicants with dependent visa need to be careful

for overwork and follow the work hours permitted by the immigration office)

Are you eligible to apply for PR (xfz) ?

(applying PR with parent(s)) You can change your DGraduate from YSE-C‘?E change your visa froml “Dependgnt“ (KaEEku Tai;ai) 3
visa (to work fulltime) primary- school = (%ﬁ"’%mfi) to “Long-Term Resident” (Tejjusha) (Ef¥%) ifyou find a
if you graduate from a (shogakko), middle- fyullt|meJob with yvork clgn:cjracft :
; ' ou can engage in any kind of wor
No ‘ Work Japanese high school. 5Ch00‘| (chugakko), You can wo?kgmore th):an 28 hours per week by changing your visa to
’ and high school “Long-Term Resident”
(koko/koutougakkou)
What to do With Dependent visa you :
i You can change your visa from
after flnIShIng can work Pp to 28 h‘?“rs (@Graduate from "Dependent” (Kazoku Taizai)
high school? per week if you obtain a middle school (FRIEHTE) to "Designated Activities”
(Graduating permission to work part- (chugakko) and high (Tokutei Katsudo) (4FEiEED) Working for 5 years+ on
fr.om Japanese 'tlme.fron’) the : school if you find a fulltime job with work “Designated Activities” (Tokutei
high school) immigration office (koko/koutougakkou) contract Katsudo) (f57EEE)) allows you
(official name: Application for *You need your parent to be your # to change to “Long-Term
permission to engage in Conditions: ®Graduate f mul)- guarantor. : : Resident”(Teijusha) (E{E#).
activity other than that v S vraduate from You can engage in any kind of work. * (You may include the period of
permitted under the status of srou-came.fo-Japan high school (some exceptions apply) studvin yat a uni/collep e/senmon
residence previously bEfo'ie Fhe age of 18 (koko/koutougakkou) You can work more than 28 hours per kky ?( luding J ng
granted/Shikakugai-katsudo- and finish Japanese week by changing your visa to gakko excluding Japanese =~
) ; WMAZIN 19 you : language schools (B AZE##)
kyoka in Japanese) high school Designated Activities” (Tokutei toward the 5-year requirement)
Stud (Et&INEBIRTED) Katsudo) (HrE EED)
y (Evening high school/ @Enrolled in Japanese . : 3 ) )
correspondence-course X . if you are enrolled in Japanese high school in the middle of school year,
HH P high school in the
University/College/ high school is included) ,Qddl £ <chool you have to pass Japanese proficiency (N2), and find a fulltime job with
Professional Training College (Senmon Gakko)/ middle ot schoolyear  \york contract
Specialized Training College (Senshu Gakko)
‘ Becoming a resident of Japan at the age of Resident status remains the t
You can study with your 18 or older, or dropout of high school => same as “Dependent (RIEHIE)" ,
"Dependent” visa ‘ Study or “Specified Skill REERZAE)" f
Dok need fochiange my visa it » LotHOe Stud){ing Wil To work after graduating from university/junior college/
- My parents are returning home “Dependent” visa vgca?ion:I secthSI' HaHng OMUNVEILJUNOLLOVede
hei :
(o their nome coumry) i No If you came to Japan before the age of 18 and graduated from a
- I need to apply for a scholarship Japanese high schodl

=You may obtain a resident status of

lLong-term Resident(FE{¥%&) | - [ Designated Activies (FFESHEN) |
Graduate from University/College/
Professional Training College (Senmon Gakko)/ '

Specialized Training College (Senshu Gakko)
Now | want to start "Working" £ s
You need to confirm the visa(resident status) I Some professions DO NOT apply any of the activity-based

: B 2 : resident status of Japan:
applicable to you. Resident status varies depending L
on the work you engage

makeup artist, daycare teacher, pet groomer,

acupuncturist, massage therapist, dental technician etc.
Company director/Startup Certified care worker (KaigoFukushishi)

—"Business Manager” (&g - &1%) —"Nursing Care” (Kaigo) (/1) To work in industries facing shortage of skilled workers

You need capital fund and management skill You need to pass the national exam —"Specified Skilled Worker” (Tokutei Gino) (FE5%85)
(Construction, manufacturing, restaurant, accommodation/hospitality, nursing care
industries) You need to pass the following:
(Dskills exam (@Japanese language test (Japan Foundation Test for Basic Japanese or

Yes

Change visa to
“Student” (8=)

System engineer, accounting, translator/interpreter, trading Japanese Language Proficiency Test N4 or higher)
—"Engineer/Specialist in Humanities/International Services" (5e#7 - ASCHI - EIRRSETS) *Important note: “Specified Skilled Worker-(i)" visa is issued on an annual basis and
For those who graduated from university/college/professional training college with up to 5 years

expertise/skills

Skills exam —"Specified Skilled Worker” (Tokutei Gino-2) (FEA525)
Lawyers, Certified Public Accountants, etc.
Activities to engage in legal or accounting business which require a license to practice in
u i ices” (£ - &5
#ZT:;;&?;ZSA;CE::z?ignsaelr:;;e; AR Work that requires Japanese language proficiency
- “Designated Activities” (item-46) (iFEEE465)
For those who graduated from Japanese university/graduate school/college/technical

Physician, dentist or registered nurse, etc.

Activities to engage in medical treatment services which requires a license to practice in
Japan— "Medical Services” (BES&)

You need to pass the national exam

college/some vocational school and passed Japanese-language proficiency test N1
To engage in a job that requires Japanese proficiency (Japanese skill required for the
job) with work duties relating to what you have studied at school.

e.g. Restaurant, hotel, taxi driver, factory work

Updated on Jun 1, 2024, Feb 12, 2026, by © Child visa team (ko-visa), Kanagawa Administrative Lawyers Association, International Affairs Div.



For Children on the “Dependent” visas (status of residence) - What You Should Know

Every foreign national needs to have a *“status of residence” to live in Japan.

Many people often use the term “visa” when referring to the *status of residence” in
Japan (e.g. dependent/student/working visa); we intentionally use the word “visa” instead
of "resident status” here. The "visa” specifies what kind of activities the holder is allowed
to engage in. (In other words, there are restrictions on your activities in Japan depending
on the visa you have). If you hold a “Dependent” visa, you are allowed to receive an
education at school under the support of your parent(s).

You are not allowed to work on Dependent visa. You may, however, work up to 28 hours
per week if you obtain a permission for part-time work (“Shikakugaikatsudo Kyoka":
Permission to engage in activity other than that permitted under the status of residence
previously granted) from the immigration office.

In the long run, staying under the "Dependent” visa even after you become an adult can
cause difficulties (because you cannot work full time on Dependent visa)

Change of the immigration rules for children on the “Dependent” visas
who have lived in Japan for a long time.

You can apply to change your visas to “Long-Term Resident” or “Designated
Activities” that allow you to work without restrictions on working hours or the type of
work you can engage in if you meet the following requirements:

- That you came to Japan before you turn 18 years old

- That you graduated from a Japanese high school

- That you have secured a job

In July 2024, an additional positive revision was introduced.
If you work for more than five years under the "Designated Activities” visa, you can
apply to change your visas to “Long-Term Resident.”

You may include time you spend for attending a university, vocational school, or
similar institution (excluding Japanese language schools) into the five-year period.

| want to make use of my native language and You can change to a visa that does not
become an interpreter/translator or tour guide. depend on your parents’ support. | am

determined to graduate from high school.

Is there a visa for childcare workers
(hoikushi)? Let’s check the flowchart.

| changed my visa.
Immigration procedures
require specific documents,
so start preparing early.

What is your dream? Let's think about your visa options and future path using the flowchart.
If you are not sure of the visa descriptions, please call free multilingual telephone consultation service run
by the Kanagawa Administrative Lawyers Association, International Division.

Re 045-227-5560 Monday, Wednesday(English), Friday 13:30-16:30

Updated on Sep 1, 2021, Feb 12, 2026 by © Child visa team (ko-visa), Kanagawa Administrative Lawyers Association, International Affairs Div.
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